
 

 

620 SW Main Street, Suite 312 
Portland, OR 97205 
503-821-2160  

 

DATE:  October 30, 2017 

 

FROM:  Oregon State Office of the Corporation for National and Community Service 

 

SUBJECT:  Request for Concept Papers (RFCP) for New AmeriCorps VISTA Project in Oregon – Concept 

papers due by December 15, 2017 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

The Oregon State Office of the Corporation for National and Community Service (CNCS) announces an 

opportunity, subject to availability of funds, to develop a new AmeriCorps VISTA (Volunteers in Service to 

America) project in Oregon. This RFCP is open to organizations that are NOT current AmeriCorps VISTA 

sponsors. Please share this notice with your networks and contact the CNCS Oregon State Office at or@cns.gov 

with any questions. 

 

Public organizations such as state and local government, Indian Tribes, and non-profit private organizations 

can apply to be AmeriCorps VISTA sponsors. Please note that eligible non-profit private organizations are not 

limited to those with IRS 501(c) (3) status, but rather all organizations with IRS 501(c) status that focus on anti-

poverty community development. Organizations that focus solely on advocacy and lobbying are not eligible.  

 

Concept papers that propose to address the following CNCS priority focus areas will be considered: 

 

 Economic Opportunity  

 Education  

 Healthy Futures  

 Veterans and Military Families  

 

AmeriCorps VISTA is a full-time, national service program for individuals interested in developing lasting 

solutions to the problems of poverty in the United States. Members serve in community and faith-based non-

profit organizations, Indian Tribes, and with local governments to develop and expand services and programs 

that help bring low-income individuals out of poverty. To see if your program goals align with the mission of 

AmeriCorps VISTA please take the VISTA 101 course and review the 2018 AmeriCorps VISTA Program 

Guidance.  

 

Eligible applicants interested in sponsoring an AmeriCorps VISTA project with at least four members are 

invited to submit a concept paper, via the CNCS’ electronic grant system, eGrants, on or by December 15, 

2017.  

http://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/vista-101-understanding-vista-0
https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/FY2018%20AmeriCorps%20VISTA%20Program%20Guidance_508.pdf
https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/FY2018%20AmeriCorps%20VISTA%20Program%20Guidance_508.pdf
http://www.nationalservice.gov/build-your-capacity/grants/egrants
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Please review the Concept Paper Instructions for guidance on how to apply. When creating your concept 

paper, please select FY 2018 AmeriCorps VISTA State as the Notice of Funding Opportunity. 

 

SCOPE OF PROJECT 

 

Subject to availability of funds, AmeriCorps VISTA members will be awarded on a full-time basis for one year 

of service to a new sponsoring organization. CNCS will make an award covering a period not to exceed one 

year with the potential for continuation. Members will begin service in July 2018. 

 

Each project must be developed in accordance with the parameters defined by law, federal regulations, and 

the key AmeriCorps VISTA principles:  

 

- Anti-Poverty Focus, 

- Capacity Building, 

- Sustainable Solutions, and 

- Community Empowerment.  

 

Review the Guide for Sponsorship website for more detailed information. All potential AmeriCorps VISTA 

projects should be developed with a goal of an eventual phase-out of the need for members and the ability of 

the project to continue without CNCS support. AmeriCorps VISTA members must work on capacity building 

and therefore do not engage in direct service activities.  

 

COST SHARE  

 

As a federally funded program, CNCS receives a limited financial allocation each year to support the work of 

AmeriCorps VISTA projects across the country. The program is able to increase its reach in supporting 

antipoverty programs by leveraging resources through cost-share partnerships. Thus we are seeking sponsors 

with the capacity to cost share two or more AmeriCorps VISTA positions within the three year partnership.  

 

As a cost share partner, a sponsor contributes the living allowance of one or more of its AmeriCorps VISTA 

members. In Oregon this rate ranges from $12,312 – $16,535 per year per position depending on the location. 

Please note that the cost share partner’s portion of support does not have to be paid up front. Projects are 

invoiced every two weeks after their members start service.  

 

Projects wishing to cost share all or some of the requested AmeriCorps VISTA placements should indicate that 

intention and specify the source of funding in the concept paper. 

 

CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL 

 

Criteria for approval are based on whether the proposed project: 

 Fits with one or more of CNCS programming priorities for 2018. This must be clearly documented in 

the concept paper. 

 Addresses the needs of low-income communities. 

 Leads to building organizational capacity so that the project can continue once the AmeriCorps VISTA 

resources are withdrawn. 

http://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/VISTA_ConceptPaper_2014.pdf
https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/americorpsvista/sponsor-vista-project
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 Involves beneficiaries of the service and the low-income community in project development and 

implementation. This is required and must be noted in the concept paper.  If the organization’s board 

of directors does not consist of at least 51% of the low-income beneficiary community, the sponsor must 

create an Advisory Council with a composition of at least 51% of its members from the low-income 

community.  The board or advisory council must review and provide written comments concerning the 

project application prior to submission.  A copy of these comments is a required attachment of any full 

application. 

 Is designed to generate public and/or private-sector resources. 

 Promotes local volunteer service. 

 Complies with the provisions of the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973, as amended; 2009 Edward 

M. Kennedy Serve America Act, AmeriCorps VISTA regulations; and AmeriCorps VISTA policies. 

 Is a local or state government agency, Tribe or a private organization designated as a non-profit by the 

Internal Revenue Service. 

 Has resources available for members to perform their activities, such as space, supplies, and on-the-job 

transportation, and is able to provide emergency cash advances when needed. 

 Has the management capacity and commitment to recruit, train, supervise, and otherwise support 

AmeriCorps VISTAs. 

 Understands and is committed to promoting national and community service. 

 Has the capacity to build community partnerships and collaborative efforts to achieve project self-

sufficiency. 

 

AmeriCorps VISTA projects have an average lifecycle of three-to-five years unless the applicant is serving as 

an intermediary agency. New project development is always subject to availability of funds. The Oregon State 

Office strives to ensure that the portfolio of AmeriCorps VISTA projects is diverse, both in terms of 

programmatic areas as well as geography. An additional factor we consider is the type of sponsors- from small 

grassroots organizations to large intermediary organizations.   

 

The Oregon State Office will prioritize developing projects that propose one of the following:  

 Programming in these priority areas: 
o Economic Opportunity - Housing 
o Healthy Futures – Opioid Addiction Prevention and Recovery 

 Placing a minimum of 4 AmeriCorps VISTA members  

 Meeting needs in communities dealing with concentrated poverty (Poverty Mapping Tool – 

http://rdgdwe.sc.egov.usda.gov/rdpoverty/index.html and the Economic Security Index – 

http://www.basiceconomicsecurity.org). 

 

TIMELINE 

 

October 30, 2017: Request for Concept Papers Released.  

   

November 28, 2017: Webinar for interested applicants through Skype application. Click this link to access the 

webinar. The audio portion is available by calling 866-670-8282, passcode 50569075. This call will not be 

recorded. 

  

December 15, 2017: Deadline for submitting final concept papers in eGrants. 

 

http://rdgdwe.sc.egov.usda.gov/rdpoverty/index.html
http://www.basiceconomicsecurity.org/
https://meet.lync.com/cnsgov/cmiskell/Q6WFSG8Z
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January 5, 2018:  CNCS Oregon State Office staff will review submissions and notify organizations of the 

results and outline the next steps in the process. 

 

February 6, 2018: Deadline for AmeriCorps VISTA project applications for those concept papers that were 

approved. Applications must be submitted in eGrants and all supporting documentation must be emailed to 

or@cns.gov. 

 

February 23, 2018: CNCS Oregon State Office staff will review full project applications and notify 

organizations of the results and outline the next steps in the process.  

 

If project is approved: 

 

March 16, 2018: Draft Volunteer Assignment Descriptions Due. 

 

March 30, 2018: Opportunity Listings open and member recruitment begins. 

 

April 2018:  Mandatory AmeriCorps VISTA Supervisor Orientation for approved project sponsors (2-3 days, 

dates and location TBD). 

 

May 2018:  Deadline for projects to submit recommended AmeriCorps VISTA candidates to CNCS Oregon 

State Office. 

 

July 30, 2018:  AmeriCorps VISTA candidates attend Pre-Service Orientation and start service. 

 

RESOURCES 

 

Creating an eGrants Account   

eGrants system  

CNCS Strategic Plan  

VISTA 101: Understanding VISTA  

VISTA 201: Applying for VISTA Resources  
2018 AmeriCorps VISTA Program Guidance 

Concept Paper Instructions 

AmeriCorps VISTA Supervisors Manual  

VISTA Performance Measures 

Guide to AmeriCorps VISTA Sponsorship website  

 

Any interested organization or individual with additional questions may contact:  

 

Courtney Miskell, Acting State Program Director, Oregon State Office 

Corporation for National and Community Service 

620 SW Main Street, Room 312 

Portland, OR 97205 

503-821-2163 

or@cns.gov 
 

https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/media/create/create_skin.swf
https://www.nationalservice.gov/build-your-capacity/grants/egrants
https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/11_0203_cncs_strategic_plan.pdf
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/vista-101-understanding-vista-0
https://www.vistacampus.gov/resources/vista-201
https://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/FY2018%20AmeriCorps%20VISTA%20Program%20Guidance_508.pdf
http://www.nationalservice.gov/sites/default/files/documents/VISTA_ConceptPaper_2014.pdf
https://www.vistacampus.gov/lessons/vista-supervisors-manual
https://www.nationalservice.gov/resources/performance-measurement/vista
https://www.nationalservice.gov/programs/americorps/americorpsvista/sponsor-vista-project
mailto:or@cns.gov

